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may deprive her of all power of movement or she may
automatically run here and there in obedience to the
shouts of the bystanders; but one with coolness can
thread her way among the vehicles without fear or
trouble. A hypnotized person is therefore to be
regarded as an automation. "To cause him to move
his arm, the image of a moving arm must pass over
his retina, or an unconscious sensation of motion
must be induced through passive movements of his
arm.
 2.	Insensibility   to   pain.—It   has   often   been
noticed that in the mesmerized or hypnotized person
there may be complete insensibility to pain, so that
deep pricks with a needle are not felt.   During deep
hypnotism a pin .nay be run into the hand without
pain, but pain will be felt on awaking, and pulling
out the pin in the waking state will cause acute pain,
It would appear that certain nerves may convey tactile
sensibility whilst others convey only painful impres-
sions, and in certain forms of paralysis the patient
may have tactile  sensibility without pain,  or  the
reverse.   In hysterical women, as has been shown by
Charcot and others disorders of sensibility cf this
kind are not uncommon, indicating changes in the
nervous centres.
 3.	Increased Reflex Spasm of Muscles.—One of
the most striking phenomena of the hypnotic state
is the case with which certain voluntary muscles may
be  rendered   stiff,    For   example,  if  the  operator
stroke the skin over the biceps muscle in the upper
arm, the limb will be at once powerfully fixed and
the bicepscan be felt stiff and rigid.   To understand
the physiological explanation offered of this pheno-
menon it will be necessary shortly to describe the
mechanism of   reflex arts.    If a   sensory  nerve be
irritated at its periphery, say in the skin, a nervous
impulse is transmitted to a central nervous organ,
such as the spinal cord, and through the agency of
nerve cells in this  organ impulses  are then   trans-
mitted by motor  nerves to muscles, causing  move-
ments, without any operation of the will.   Thus a

